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GENERAL INFORMATION 

The University of Hong Kong 

As the oldest local tertiary education institution the University of Hong Kong captures the unique 
essence of both bygone and contemporary Hong Kong. Established on March 16, 1910 when Sir 
Frederick Lugard, the then Governor of Hong Kong, laid the foundation stone, the University merges 
ornate colonial architecture with state-of-the-art laboratories and a progressive attitude to learning and 
research. 

The Governance of the University 

The University of Hong Kong is incorporated under the University of Hong Kong Ordinance (Chapter 
1053 of 1964). The Ordinance defines the University’s powers, duties, privileges and constitution. The 
Ordinance provides for the making of Statutes which set out important constitutional and procedural 
matters. It also empowers the University's Council and Senate to make regulations ordering the conduct 
of the University’s day-to-day affairs. 
The Ordinance and Statutes also define the responsibilities of the University's Court, Council, Senate 
and Boards of Faculties. All of these bodies may form committees and delegate their powers as they see 
fit. 
The Court is the University's supreme advisory body, and comprises representatives of the University 
and other stakeholders. The Court offers a means whereby the wider interests served by the University 
can be associated with the University, and it provides a public forum where members of the Court can 
raise any matters about the University. 
The Council is the supreme governing body and is responsible for the University’s finances and 
investments, the management of estate and buildings, staff appointments and terms and conditions of 
service, and drafting of Statutes. The Council comprises University members (both staff and students) 
and lay members (i.e. persons who are not employees of the University), and the membership is specified 
in the Statutes by category of appointment. The Council has a lay majority and one of the lay members 
assumes the position of Chairman. 
The Senate is the principal academic authority of the University. The Vice-Chancellor chairs the Senate 
which comprises mainly academic staff and students. Decisions of the Senate on academic matters 
which have financial or resource implications are subject to approval by the Council. Conversely, 
decisions by the Council which have academic implications are subject to consultation with the Senate, 
which is normally the initiating body in such matters. 
The Boards of Faculties are responsible to the Senate for teaching and other work of the Faculties. There 
are currently ten Boards, supported by their own committees which exercise powers and perform duties 
delegated to them by the Boards. 


